13 Municipal Resolutions
in Support of Ending the U.S. Blockade of Cuba,
2016-2019
The national campaign to encourage local resolutions by municipalities began in 2016 with
Richmond, Berkeley, and Oakland in the San Francisco Bay Area and then the Town of
Brookline, Massachusetts, in the Boston area. It grew over the next three years to include nine
more. In 2017: Sacramento, Hartford, and Helena; in 2018: Minneapolis and Pittsburgh; in 2019:
St. Paul, Detroit, Seattle, and Meridian Township, Michigan. This document is a compilation of
the basic resolutions for each municipality. For additional information, see july26.org/localresolutions —
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Brookline, MA Calls for
The End of the Embargo Against Cuba
On Tuesday, May 31, 2016, at the third and final session of the Brookline, MA, Annual Town Meeting, the
following resolution was adopted, on the unanimous recommendation of the Board of Selectmen and concurring
large majority of the Advisory Committee, by an overwhelming vote of more than 95% in favor:
VOTED: That the Town adopt the following resolution:
WHEREAS, in 1960, the United States government imposed an economic, commercial and financial blockade
against Cuba; and
WHEREAS, the U.S. embargo against Cuba — what the Cubans call el bloqueo, “the blockade” — continues to
inflict hardship on the men, women and children of Cuba by creating shortages of food, medicines and financial and
trade opportunities; and
WHEREAS the 1996 Helms-Burton Act extended the territorial application of the initial embargo to apply to
foreign companies trading with Cuba; and
WHEREAS, on December 17, 2014, U.S. President Barack Obama and Cuban President Raul Castro announced a
new era of relations and agreed to re-establish diplomatic relations; and
WHEREAS, Cuba and the United States re-opened their respective embassies in 2015; and
WHEREAS, despite the changes made by President Obama the embargo continues to be in place; and
WHEREAS, 191 countries voted at the United Nations General Assembly in October 2015 in favor of lifting the
U.S. blockade against Cuba, with only two countries — the U.S. and Israel — opposed; and
WHEREAS the majority of the people of the United States believe this embargo is ineffective; and
WHEREAS the blockade denies U.S. citizens access to Cuban medical technology such as the diabetes drug
Heberpot-P, vaccines for meningitis B and hepatitis B, monoclonal antibodies for kidney transplants, as well as the
only therapeutic vaccine in the world against advanced lung cancer, CIMAVAX-EGF;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Brookline Town Meeting calls for an immediate end to the United
States’ economic, commercial and financial embargo against Cuba; and strongly encourages Representative Joseph
P. Kennedy III to support measures that achieves these goals.
_____
More at https://peterbmiller.wordpress.com/brooklinetmdetail/ —
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Discussion Item 18

Description/Analysis
Issue Detail: As an agricultural powerhouse and as the farm to the fork capital of the world,
the City of Sacramento supporting the end of the embargo against Cuba can create new trade
and economic opportunity for the region.
Policy Considerations: Not Applicable
Economic Impacts: Not Applicable
Environmental Considerations: Not Applicable
Sustainability: Not Applicable
Commission/Committee Action: Not Applicable
Rationale for Recommendation: By adopting this resolution, the City of Sacramento
demonstrates support of national legislation calling for an end to the embargo against Cuba.
Financial Considerations: None
Local Business Enterprise (LBE): None
Background: The 1962 United States Embargo policy has failed to achieve its goals. The
embargo has had a negative economic and social effect more on the people of Cuba than the
government. The lift of United States embargo against Cuba, will create new opportunity for
commerce and trade relations especially in US agriculture.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2017Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

CALLING FOR AN END TO THE UNITED STATES' ECONOMIC, COMMERCIAL AND
FINANCIAL EMBARGO AGAINST CUBA
BACKGROUND
A.

In 1960, the United States government imposed an economic, commercial and financial
embargo against Cuba.

B.

The U.S. embargo against Cuba continues to inflict hardship on the men, women and
children of Cuba by creating shortages of food, medicine, financial and trade
opportunities.

C.

On December 17, 2014, U.S. President Barack Obama and Cuban President Raul
Castro announced a new era of relations between the two countries and agreed to
reestablish diplomatic relations.

D.

Cuba and the United States re-opened their respective embassies in 2015.

E.

Despite a few changes made by President Obama the U.S. embargo continues to be in
place.

F.

The 1996 Helms Burton Act extended the territorial application of the initial embargo to
apply to foreign companies trading with Cuba.

G.

191 countries out of 193 voted at the United Nations General Assembly in October 2015
in favor of lifting the U.S. embargo against Cuba.

H.

The majority of the people of the United States believe this embargo is ineffective,
inhumane and in violation of U.S. laws and international conventions.

I.

The embargo denies United States citizens access to Cuban medical technology such
as the diabetes drug Heberpot-P, vaccines for meningitis B and hepatitis B, monoclonal
antibodies for kidney transplants, as well as the only therapeutic vaccine in the world
against advanced lung cancer, called CIMA V AX-EGF.
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BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1.

The City Council of the City of Sacramento hereby calls for an immediate end to
the United States' economic, commercial and financial embargo against Cuba.

Section 2.

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Sacramento supports the following Bills
in Congress: 1) The Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2017 (H.R. 351),
introduced by Rep. Mark Sanford (R-SC 1st) and Rep. James McGovern (D-MA
2nd); 2) The Cuba Trade Act of 2017 (H.R. 442), introduced by Rep. Tom Emmer
(R-MN 6th); 3) The Cuba Agricultural Exports Act (H.R. 525), introduce by Rep.
Eric A. Crawford (R-AK-1st); and strongly encourages Representative Doris
Matsui to join the list of co-sponsors for all four bills.

Section 3.

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Sacramento supports the following Bills
in the Senate: 1) The Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2015 (S299), introduced
by Senator Jeff Flake (R-AZ), language of which is identical to H.R 351, 2) The
Agricultural Export Expansion Act of 2017 (S.275), introduced by Sen. Heidi
Heitkamp (D-ND); 3) Cuba Trade Act of 2017, introduced by Sen. Jerry Moran
(R-KS); 4) Cuba DATA Act (S.1389), introduced by Sen. Tom Udall (D-NM); and
strongly encourages Senators Kamala Harris and Dianne Feinstein to join the list
of co-sponsors of both bills.

Section 4.

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Sacramento directs the City Clerk to
send copies of this resolution to Representative Matsui and Senators Harris and
Feinstein.
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RESOLUTION
By Jenkins, Gordon, and Johnson
Urging the federal government to continue the policy initiated by past presidents to build a new, cooperative
relationship between the United States and Cuba.
Whereas, in 1960, the United States government imposed an economic, commercial, and ﬁnancial embargo
against Cuba; and
Whereas, on December 17, 2014, US. President Barack Obama and Cuban President Raul Castro agreed to
reestablish diplomatic relations between the two countries; and
Whereas, despite executive actions by President Obama easing certain regulations, the US embargo continues to
be in place, as are restrictions on travel by US citizens to Cuba; and
Whereas, trade between the United States and Cuba beneﬁts both countries, particularly in the areas of food
production, education, healthcare, tourism, arts, music, biotechnological and medical research; and
Whereas, an end to the embargo would enable Minneapolis area enterprises to collaborate with Cuba’s advanced
biotechnical and medical research institutions in the areas of drug development, clinical tests, genetics, and
medical devices, thus enhancing economic development and employment opportunities in our region; and
Whereas, on October 6, 2014, the Minnesota International Center, Westminster Presbyterian Church and St.
Thomas University welcomed Cuban Ambassador Cabanas of the Cuban Special Interests Section, now the Cuban
Embassy, in Washington, DC, to Minneapolis; and
Whereas, in September 2017 President Trump ordered all diplomatic staff withdrawn from the US Embassy in
Havana and expelled diplomatic staff from the Cuban Embassy in Washington, DC,
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis:
That the City of Minneapolis urges President Trump to renew engagement of negotiations with the Cuban
government as initiated by the policy of past Presidents to build a new, cooperative relationship between the
United States and Cuba and reestablish the diplomatic staffing of the US Embassy in Havana and reinstatement of
diplomatic staff at the Cuban Embassy in Washington, DC.
Be It Further Resolved that the City of Minneapolis urges Congress and the President to immediately end all aspects
of the United States’ economic, commercial, and ﬁnancial embargo against Cuba including restrictions on travel to
Cuba by US citizens.

Related
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh urges President
Donald Trump to respect the sovereignty of the Cuban people and renew productive and cooperative
mutual engagement with Cuba and re-open a fully operational Embassy in Havana and allow Cuba to
restore all diplomatic staff and services at their Washington, D.C. Embassy; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh urges the Congress to pass
the strategic pieces of legislation that would completely repeal the blockade and travel ban and that
this Resolution be sent to the White House, Members of Congress, National Conference of Mayors,
state and local legislative entities, and be promoted publicly.

Sponsors:

Anthony Coghill, All Members
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City Council
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WHEREAS, the City of Pittsburgh has long been a recognized leader in pursuing respectful and supportive
relationships with the people and government of Cuba through City Council Resolution, delegation visits and
actions of previous Administrations including the establishment of an official sister city relationship with
Matanzas, Cuba, also celebrated as a “Three Rivers City” and “City of Bridges” in a formal twinning
agreement ceremony signed in Matanzas, Cuba on February 20, 1998; and,
WHEREAS, Mayor William Peduto additionally traveled to Cuba to explore and promote mutual interests and
understanding, and over the years thousands of Pittsburgh area residents have travelled to Cuba despite official
U.S. government policy and roadblocks; and,
WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh-Matanzas Sister Cities Partnership has promoted countless rewarding relationships
through meaningful, albeit limited opportunities for academic, business, humanitarian, cultural, sporting,
environmental, medical and other exchanges as witnessed by several Cuban Ministers visiting our City together
with congregate events involving the participation of hundreds of Pittsburghers including the July 30, 2016
youth boxing match on the Roberto Clemente Bridge, the first U S sporting event to be viewed live by more
than three million Cubans via satellite; and,
WHEREAS, in 2015 a Western Pennsylvania trade delegation organized by the Pittsburgh-Matanzas Sister
Cities Partnership and the Hibernian Celtic Athletic Fund, visited Havana and Matanzas and included
Congressman Michael Doyle, County Executive Rich Fitzgerald, Councilwoman Natalia Rudiak, PA. Senate
Majority Leader Joe Scarnati, and other elected and appointed officials as well representatives of the State
City of Pittsburgh
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Liquor Control Board, PPG Industries, Pittsburgh International Airport, Penn State, among others; and,
WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh-Matanzas delegation witnessed the signing of a formal Memorandum of
Understanding between Penn State University and the University of Havana outlining multiple engagement
programs for students, professors, research, sports, etc.; and,
WHEREAS, the 2015 delegation met with various government Ministers including the Ministry of
Manufacturing that included visits to the historic and highly praised rum industry facilities moving the
Pennsylvania LCB officials to apply to the federal Treasury Department for a license to purchase Cuban Rum
as part of the Commonwealth’s Sovereign State prerogatives; and,
WHEREAS, there is a shared opportunity for agricultural farmers in our Commonwealth and around the nation
to benefit from direct profitable trade with Cuba, including dairy farmers here in Allegheny County now under
extreme duress and in urgent need of new markets for milk, beef and other products, commodities that Cuba
presently purchases from far away countries and wants to purchase from the U.S.; and,
WHEREAS, the more-than half a century old, counterproductive, unilateral economic, financial and
commercial blockade condemned by 191 of 193 countries in the United Nations General Assembly and the
unique disruptive travel restrictions applied to U.S. residents continue to this day despite the welcomed and
historic actions of President Barack Obama who visited Cuba and
on December 17, 2014, with overwhelming public support, agreed to re-establish diplomatic relations, and
opened Embassies in both countries; and,

WHEREAS, new, even more draconian restrictions under the Trump Administration further limit people-topeople travel and trade and attempt to turn back the clock on peaceful and meaningful engagement with Cuba,
at a time when many other historic adversarial relationships are being revisited and re-established, relations
with Cuba are exceptional in that they can only be changed and eliminated by acts of Congress and the repeal
of the codified Helms-Burton and Torricelli Acts; and,
WHEREAS, numerous pieces of legislation in the U.S. House and Senate already enjoy tremendous support by
both Republicans and Democrats alike, which would allow normal travel and unfettered fair economic trade
with Cuba, including new markets critical for Pennsylvania; and,
WHEREAS, mutual trade and engagement between the United States and Cuba that benefits both countries has
been desired and articulated particularly in the areas of food production, education, healthcare, tourism, arts,
cultural and family exchanges, biotechnology and medical research, and the ENGAGE CUBA COALITION
has already established 18 bipartisan statewide coalitions working in coordinated advocacy and lobbying
activities, including a broad based council in Pennsylvania, which we hereby endorse and commend; and,
WHEREAS, in Cuba, voting took place at various levels of provincial and nationwide levels that witnessed 80
percent voter participation, electing 53 percent women, the second highest representation of women in
governance worldwide, with 80 of the 605 elected Representatives between the ages of 18 and 35, and
City of Pittsburgh
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governance worldwide, with 80 of the 605 elected Representatives between the ages of 18 and 35, and
culminating in the election of President Miguel Diaz-Canel, the first leader born after the Cuban Revolution of
1959, hereby opening new opportunities for normalizing bilateral relations; and,
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh urges President Donald
Trump to respect the sovereignty of the Cuban people and renew productive and cooperative mutual
engagement with Cuba and re-open a fully operational Embassy in Havana and allow Cuba to restore all
diplomatic staff and services at their Washington, D.C. Embassy; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh urges the Congress to pass the
strategic pieces of legislation that would completely repeal the blockade and travel ban and that this Resolution
be sent to the White House, Members of Congress, National Conference of Mayors, state and local legislative
entities, and be promoted publicly.
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Urging the federal government to end the U.S. embargo of Cuba.
Whereas, there are many historic connections between the people of Saint Paul and the people of Cuba,
beginning in 1898, when Saint Paul's African-American community staged several “Cuba” pageants
celebrating Cuba's struggle for independence from Spain in the Spanish-American War; and
Whereas, although much limited by the U.S. embargo, academic, agricultural, governmental and business
connections have continued to grow between the State of Minnesota, the City of Saint Paul and Cuba; and
Whereas, a bust of Cuban national hero José Martí has stood in the northern stairwell of City Hall for many
decades;
Whereas, in 2008, the Minnesota legislature passed a resolution calling for an end to the embargo against
Cuba; and
Whereas in 2014 and 2018, Cuban diplomats visited Saint Paul with the goal of fostering relationships
between the city, state and Cuba; and
Whereas, in 2015, Mayor Chris Coleman visited Cuba as part of a delegation that had been planned in his
capacity as president of the National League of Cities; and
Whereas, the U.S. embargo against Cuba continues to inflict hardship on the people of Cuba by creating
shortages in many areas and costing the Cuban people at least $130 billion according to the United Nations
regional economic body for Latin America; and
Whereas, trade between the U.S. and Cuba benefits both countries, particularly in the areas of food
production, education, healthcare, tourism, arts, music, biotechnological and medical research; and
Whereas, the overwhelming majority of countries in the United Nations General Assembly have for many
years voted in favor of lifting the U.S. embargo against Cuba; and
Whereas, on December 17, 2014, the U.S. and Cuba agreed to establish diplomatic relations between the two
countries; and
Whereas, President Trump has ordered new restrictions on business and travel to Cuba, ordered all diplomatic
staff withdrawn from the U.S. Embassy in Havana and expelled diplomatic staff from the Cuban Embassy in
Washington, DC; and
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the City of Saint Paul urges President Donald Trump to renew
engagement with the Cuban government to create a new cooperative relationship, to reestablish diplomatic
staffing of the U.S. Embassy in Havana, to reinstate diplomatic staff at the Cuban Embassy in Washington, DC
and to remove barriers preventing Cuban academics and others from visiting the U.S.
Be It Further Resolved that the City Council of the City of Saint Paul urges Congress and the President to
immediately end all aspects of the U.S. economic, commercial, and financial embargo against Cuba, including
restrictions on travel to Cuba by U.S. citizens.
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CITY OF SEATTLE
RESOLUTION __________________
A RESOLUTION calling for an end to the U.S. government’s economic, commercial, and financial embargo
against Cuba.
WHEREAS, in 1960, the U.S. government imposed an economic, commercial, and financial embargo against
Cuba; and
WHEREAS, the U.S. embargo against Cuba continues to inflict hardship on the men, women, and children of
Cuba by creating shortages of food, medicine, and financial and trade opportunities; and
WHEREAS, on December 17, 2014, U.S. President Barack Obama and Cuban President Raul Castro
announced a new era of relations between the two countries and agreed to reestablish diplomatic
relations; and
WHEREAS, Cuba and the U.S. reopened their respective embassies in 2015; and
WHEREAS, despite some changes made by President Obama, the U.S. embargo continues to be in place; and
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WHEREAS, the 1996 Helms-Burton Act extended the territorial application of the initial embargo to apply to
foreign companies trading with Cuba, and the current U.S. administration has taken backward steps to
harshen the embargo and return U.S.-Cuba relations to the era of the Cold War; and
WHEREAS, 189 countries voted at the United Nations General Assembly in November 2018 in favor of lifting
the U.S. embargo against Cuba, with only two countries-the U.S. and Israel-opposing the resolution;
and
WHEREAS, the majority of the people in the U.S. believe the embargo is ineffective, inhumane, and in
violation of U.S. laws and international conventions; and
WHEREAS, in one year, the economic damage to Cuba mounted to $ 4,321,200,000 dollars; and
WHEREAS, despite the lack of governmental diplomatic relations, organizations such as the Seattle-based U.S.
Women and Cuba Collaboration, organized by local labor and civil rights leader Cindy Domingo, and
the Seattle-Cuba Friendship Committee, have been working on people-to-people diplomacy to create
cross national learning opportunities rooted in the concepts of universal human rights, racial and
economic justice, and women’s rights; and
WHEREAS, the U.S. blockade inhibits the free travel of U.S. people to Cuba, and, therefore, hinders the ability
to forge people-to-people ties between our residents; and
WHEREAS, 142,721 people traveled from the U.S. on cruise ships in the first four months of 2019, but as of
June 5 no one is able to travel on these ships under the most popular “People to People” travel license;
and
WHEREAS, despite the U.S. embargo, Cuba has achieved some of the highest literacy rates in the world (> 99
percent), guaranteed access to early learning, prenatal care, and long-term care resulting in life
expectancy rates of more than 79 years, infant mortality rates as low as 0.4 percent, and better health
outcomes than many Western countries, including the U.S.; and
WHEREAS, the embargo denies U.S. citizens access to Cuban medical technology such as the diabetes drug
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Heberprot-P, vaccines for meningitis B and hepatitis B, monoclonal antibodies for kidney transplants, as
well as the only therapeutic vaccine in the world against advanced lung cancer, called CIMAVax-EGF;
and
WHEREAS, 11 cities across the country have called for an end to the embargo; NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THAT:
Section 1. The City Council calls for an immediate end to the U.S. government’s economic,
commercial, and financial embargo against Cuba, including restrictions on travel to Cuba by U.S. citizens.
Section 2. The City Council urges President Trump to renew engagement of negotiations with the
Cuban government as initiated by the policy of past administrations to build a new, cooperative relationship
between the United States and Cuba; reestablish the full diplomatic staffing of the U.S. Embassy in Havana;
and all full diplomatic staffing at the Cuban Embassy in Washington, D.C.
Section 3. The City Council urges Congress to pass legislation that would completely repeal the
blockade and travel ban regarding Cuba, including the recently introduced H.R. 3960 and the Senate
companion bipartisan bill that would end the Cuba travel ban.
Section 4. The City Council requests that the Office of Intergovernmental Relations deliver copies of
this resolution, upon adoption, to President Trump, Senators Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell, and
Representatives Pramila Jayapal and Adam Smith.

Adopted by the City Council the ________ day of _________________________, 2019, and signed by
me in open session in authentication of its adoption this ________ day of _________________________, 2019.

____________________________________
President ____________ of the City Council
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Filed by me this ________ day of _________________________, 2019.

____________________________________
Monica Martinez Simmons, City Clerk

(Seal)
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